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The term “public domain” refers to creative materials that are not protected by 
intellectual property laws such as copyright, trademark, or patent laws. The public owns 
these works, not an individual author or artist. Anyone can use a public domain work 
without obtaining permission, but no one can ever own it. 
 
Public domain and free ebooks.  Be sure to check the rights before republishing. 
 

1. Authorama 
❏ Authorama offers a wide variety of books from a great selection of 

authors, anyone from Hans Christian Anderson to Mary Shelley. 
❏ Authorama.com, features completely free books from a variety of different 

authors, collected here for you to read online or offline.  
❏ The site’s purpose is to bring public domain books from sites like Project 

Gutenberg into a form easily readable in a web browser. 
 

2. Bartleby 
❏ We are the preeminent internet publisher of literature, reference and verse 

providing students, researchers and the intellectually curious with 
unlimited access to books and information on the web, free of charge. 

❏ Offers free Harvard Classics – complete volumes of the most 
comprehensive and well-researched anthology of all time (read-online, no 
downloads offered). 

 
  

http://www.authorama.com/
http://www.bartleby.com/


3. Bibliomania 
❏ Bibliomania gives readers over 2,000 free classics, including literature 

book notes, author bios, book summaries, and study guides.  
❏ Books are presented in chapter format. 

 
4. Christian Classics Ethereal Library (CCEL) 

❏ The mission of the Christian Classics Ethereal Library (CCEL) is to build 
up the church by making classic Christian literature widely available and 
promoting its use for edification and study by interested Christians, 
seekers and scholars.  

❏ The CCEL accomplishes this by selecting, collecting, distributing, and 
promoting valuable literature through the World Wide Web and other 
media. 

❏ Read classic Christian writings from hundreds of years of church history. 
 

5. Classical Chinese Literature 
❏ This site contains Chinese classics with each character hyperlinked to its 

definition and etymology.  
❏ No Chinese software is necessary - characters are displayed as images. 
❏ Links to English translations are included for most works. 

 
6. Classic Literature Library 

❏ Public domain books organized into collections.  
❏ The complete works of William Shakespeare, Jules Verne, Charles 

Dickens or Mark Twain, among others. 
 

7. Classic Reader 
❏ Search our online library of thousands of free books by authors such as 

Dickens, Austen, Shakespeare and many others. 
❏ All in the public domain. 

 
8. Collection of Classical Thinkers 

❏ Bloomsbury Collections delivers instant access to quality research and 
provides libraries with a flexible way to build eBook collections across the 
humanities and social sciences.  

❏ It contains over 5,400 titles, featuring content from Bloomsbury’s latest 
research publications as well as a 100+ year legacy including Continuum, 
T&T Clark, Bristol Classical Press, Berg, The Arden Shakespeare and 
Hart Publishing.  

http://www.bibliomania.com/
https://www.ccel.org/
http://zhongwen.com/gudian.htm
http://classic-literature.co.uk/
http://www.classicreader.com/
https://www.bloomsburycollections.com/about/collections


 
9. DailyLit 

❏ Read an ebook in daily installments, delivered by mail or RSS feed. 
❏ The site lists books in 14 categories, including short stories, horror, and 

coming of age. 
 

10.Digital Public Library of America 
❏ The DPLA is a platform.  
❏ Developers make apps that use the library’s data in many different ways. 

 
11.eBooks and Text Archives 

❏ From the Internet Archive; a library of fiction, popular books, children's 
books, historical texts and academic books. 

❏ The Internet Archive offers over 12,000,000 freely downloadable books 
and texts.  

❏ Collection of 550,000 modern eBooks that may be borrowed by anyone 
with a free archive.org account. 

 
12.Europeana 

❏ Explore 53,183,913 artworks, artefacts, books, videos and sounds from 
across Europe. 

❏ Be sure to use only the items with “Public Domain Marked”. 
 

13.Feedbooks 
❏ Feedbooks offers free public domain books, as well as original works from 

authors uploading their books to the site. 
❏ Great way to discover new reading from authors who aren't necessarily in 

the spotlight as of yet. 
❏ Feedbooks offers thousands of public domain ebooks in five languages.  
❏ Tailored for mobile browsers, so you can download free ebooks directly to 

your tablet or smartphone. 
 

14.Free Computer Books 
❏ Everything on this website is 100% Free. This includes, but is not limited 

to, books, lecture notes, magazines, white papers, and tutorials. 
❏ Every computer subject and programming language you can think of is 

represented here.  
❏ Free books and textbooks, as well as extensive lecture notes, are 

available. 

https://www.dailylit.com/
https://dp.la/
https://archive.org/details/texts
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.feedbooks.com/
http://freecomputerbooks.com/


 
15.Free eBooks 

❏ Free eBooks offers a diverse variety of books, ranging from Advertising to 
Health to Web Design.  

❏ Standard memberships (yes, you do have to register in order to download 
anything but it only takes a minute) are free and allow members to access 
unlimited eBooks in HTML, but only five books every month in the PDF 
and TXT formats.  

❏ A VIP membership here gives you unlimited access to any book you want, 
in any format. 

 
16.FreeTechBooks 

❏ Database of Free / Open Access Online Computer Science Books, 
Textbooks, and Lecture Notes (1207 books and growing). 

❏ Free online computer science, engineering and programming books, 
textbooks and lecture notes, all of which are legally and freely available 
over the Internet. 

❏ We don’t host the books. We simply provide links to the books in PDF or 
HTML format available at the authors or the publishers websites. 

 
17.Google Book Search 

❏ Search the world's most comprehensive index of full-text books. 
❏ Perform any search and you’ll see a list of results. If you see Preview or 

Full View link under the book’s title, it means you can read its scan in your 
browser. 

 
18.Great Books and Classics 

❏ A repository of works of classic writers and philosophers, from Sophocles 
to Epicurus, to Sun-Tzu. 

❏ The books in digital format can be read here online as html files. 
 
  

https://www.free-ebooks.net/
http://www.freetechbooks.com/
https://books.google.com/
http://www.grtbooks.com/


19. International Children’s Digital Library 
❏ The ICDL Foundation's goal is to build a collection of books that 

represents outstanding historical and contemporary books from 
throughout the world.  

❏ The Foundation aspires to have every culture and language represented 
so that every child can know and appreciate the riches of children's 
literature from the world community. 

 
 

20. Internet Archive 
❏ The Internet Archive is an amazing resource for public domain books, with 

sub-collections such as American Libraries, Children's Library, and the 
Biodiversity Heritage Library. 

❏ Internet Archive is a non-profit library of millions of free books, movies, 
software, music, websites, and more. 

❏ Over 5,000,000 books in over 180 languages. 
 

21. Internet Sacred Text Archive 
❏ Sacred Texts contains the Web’s largest collection of free books about 

religion, mythology, folklore and the esoteric in general. 
❏ This site strives to produce the best possible transcriptions of public 

domain texts on the subject of religion, mythology, folklore and the 
esoteric.  

❏ The texts are posted for free access on the Internet.  
 

22.Legamus 
❏ Legamus! (Latin: let’s read together!) makes free audio books from texts 

that are in the Public Domain in Europe. 
❏ All LibriVox recordings are in the Public Domain in the USA, but may still 

be protected by copyright in other countries. 
 

23.LibriVox 
❏ Hundreds of freely available audio books 
❏ LibriVox audiobooks are free for anyone to listen to, on their computers. 
❏ LibriVox audiobooks are read by volunteers from all over the world.  

 
  

http://en.childrenslibrary.org/
https://archive.org/
http://www.sacred-texts.com/
https://legamus.eu/
https://librivox.org/


 
24.LoudLit 

❏ LoudLit partners up great literature found in the public domain with high 
quality audio recordings, both available for download right to your PC or 
e-reader. 

❏ LoudLit.org is committed to delivering public domain literature paired with 
high quality audio performances. We pair together great literature and 
accompanying audio. 

 
25.Loyal Books 

❏ Free Public Domain Audiobooks & eBook Downloads. 
❏ More than 7,000 audiobooks and ebooks from the public domain. 

 
26.ManyBooks 

❏ ManyBooks is one of the best resources for free books in a variety of 
download formats that you can possibly find on the Web. There are 
hundreds of books available, all of them are completely free. 

❏ Popular catalog of public domain ebooks, sourced from Project Gutenberg 
and Internet Archive. 

❏ More than 29,000 eBooks available for Kindle, Nook, iPad and most other 
eReaders, and they're all free. 

 
27.Online Library of Liberty 

❏ The Online Library of Liberty offers readers "individual liberty, limited 
constitutional government, and the free market". 

❏ All in the public domain and free for download. 
 

28.Open Culture 
❏ Open Culture is a popular blog that curates access to educational and 

cultural media. 
❏ Directory of over 500 free ebooks. Most of them are in public domain. 

 
29.Open Library 

❏ Over one million books here, all free, all available in PDF, ePub, Daisy, 
DjVu and ASCII text. 

❏ Most of the titles are in the public domain. 
 
  

http://www.loudlit.org/
http://www.loyalbooks.com/
http://manybooks.net/
http://oll.libertyfund.org/
http://www.openculture.com/
https://openlibrary.org/


 
30.O'Reilly Open Books Project 

❏ A number of technical books are available from the O'Reilly Open Books 
Project, mostly focusing on programming languages and computer 
operating systems. 

❏ O'Reilly has published a number of Open Books--books with various forms 
of "open" copyright--over the years.  

❏ The reasons for "opening" copyright, as well as the specific license 
agreements under which they are opened, are as varied as our authors. 

 
31.Planet Publish 

❏ A decent collection of popular works of classic literature, in pdf format. 
❏ Planet Publish caters to anyone and everyone with an interest in eBooks. 

 
32.Project Gutenberg 

❏ Project Gutenberg is one of the oldest sources for public domain books on 
the Web.  

❏ Over 54,000 free eBooks. 
❏ Choose among free epub books, free kindle books, download them or 

read them online. 
❏ Updated constantly. 

 
33.Projekti Lönnrot 

❏ The manufacture of electronic books takes place voluntarily, primarily for 
offline and not just offline time-consuming online activity www.pgdp.net. 

❏ Public domain books in Finnish and Swedish. 
 

34.Questia 
❏ Questia offers books, journal articles, magazines, and newspaper articles, 

all in the humanities and social sciences.  
❏ Questia's library has over 5,000 public domain, classic and rare books that 

you can read online absolutely free. 
❏ Find and read free books online by some of literature's greatest authors, 

including Frederick Douglass, Charles Dickens, Edgar Allan Poe, Rudyard 
Kipling, Mark Twain, William Shakespeare and more. 

 
  

http://www.oreilly.com/openbook/
http://www.planetpublish.com/
https://www.gutenberg.org/
http://www.lonnrot.net/
http://www.pgdp.net/
https://www.questia.com/library/free-books


 
35.ReadPrint 

❏ Books, essays, poems, stories. 
❏ All available at ReadPrint, along with 8000 other books by 3500 authors. 

 
36.Scribd 

❏ Scribd offers a fascination collection of all kinds of reading materials: 
presentations, textbooks, popular reading, and much more, all organized 
by topic.  

❏ Scribd is one of the web’s largest sources of published content, with 
literally millions of documents published every month. 

 
37.The Literature Network 

❏ We offer searchable online literature for the student, educator, or 
enthusiast.  

❏ Site is organized alphabetically by author. 
❏ Currently there are over 3,600 full books and over 4,400 short stories & 

poems from over 250 authors. 
❏ Quotations database has over 8500 quotes, and quiz system features 

over 340 quizzes. 
 

38.The Online Books Page 
❏ Maintained by the University of Pennsylvania, this page lists over two 

million free books free available for download in dozens of different 
formats. 

❏ Listing over 2 million free books on the Web. 
 

39.Wikibooks 
❏ Open-content textbooks collection that anyone can edit. 
❏ Check out the Featured Books section, which highlights books that the 

Wikibooks community at large believes to be “the best of what Wikibooks 
has to offer, and should inspire people to improve the quality of other 
books.” 

 
40.Wikipedia Public Domain Resources 

❏ Total list of all the public domain resources listed on Wikipedia. 
❏ Intended as a helpful guide to public-domain resources. 

 
  

http://www.readprint.com/
https://www.scribd.com/
http://www.online-literature.com/
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/books/
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Public_domain_resources


 
41.Wikisource 

❏ Wikisource is a Free Library of source texts which are in the public domain 
or legally available for free redistribution.  

❏ Online library of user-submitted and maintained content. Over 200,000 
pieces of content are available to read. 

❏ Wikisource is an official project of the Wikimedia Foundation and a sister 
project of Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. 

 
42.Wolne Lekury 

❏ Wolne Lektury is a free online library open 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year.  

❏ It archives books, including set readings recommended by the Ministry of 
National Education which have already fallen in the public domain. 

❏ All the texts are adequately edited - annotated with footnotes and motifs - 
and are available in several formats - HTML , TXT , PDF, EPUB, MOBI. 

 
 
Chaz Lamm 
http://chklines.com 
 
 

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://wolnelektury.pl/
http://chklines.com/

